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PREFACE
by

Dr. B. GOPALA RiFDDI,
Prosidont, Amihra Proadevh Sahltya Akademi

Mirza Crhalib is attaining greater fame as days pass by.
Perhans he is better known today than abeut 30 or 40 yoars ago.
A number of criticisms have come on his poetry and naturally
they have stimulated pgeater interest in his work., His works in
Nagari Script in recent years have broupht an additional number
of admirers, the film and the radio have popularised his Gazals
amnd the sum total of all this 1s a2 hwger clientele of readueis who are
tiying 1o appreesile Ghalib’s pectyy.

Mirza Ghalib is acclaimed as the greatest of the Urdu
pocts, the other two in the Trinity could be Mir and [gbal.
Peaple who aro well versed in English poetry and scholars who
are steeped in oriental launing like Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit,
cqually admire (halil’ poetry. ‘There is o rare charth in his
similes and o grace in his expiession.  There ure contexts where
great philosophicul truths are expressed in beautiful poetic lan-
guage. At thimes he is very diflicult both in thooght and langunge
and at times his langnage is very easy with popularly wndersiood
idioms and expressions used by common people.

In Thdn poetry we come across ¢ now atmosphere both in
the style ol expression md the subjeet matter of the poctry. In
Ciazaly it is uvsually the love theme, the lover puming for the
baloved in utter despair, 'The beloved is tyrannicil, hard-hearted,
never kieping to promises and occasionally is piclurised as the
killer of the lover with sword in hand, picreing him with arrows
shooting from the corners of ber eyes.  The ‘Gul and the Bul Bul,
the Shumao and Parwana, the Burg and the Nasheman ( the
thunder and the nest ), the Jam (cup) and the Sagi and the
Baduh and the Mykhana and the Theer-c-nuzar and their
synonyms haunt you at every turn.  All told the subjéctive rcace
tions of love are the main theme of Urde poetry. They avoid



v

merec descriptions but one's own expericnees or eaclions andei
the impact of love find expressions and the whole idein must be
complete in a4 Couplet. There is i newness an the style and the
atmosphere which Urdu pm.try creates.  ‘There is no  gainsaying
of the lact that theic is great wealthh ol culture 1 Uedu and
specinlly in poetry and it behoves cultured [ndians to preserve
what has been begneathed to ws and surcly CGhalib shanes liké
Vonus on the firmament of the Uidu poctry.

Dasaurathi, though young in age has already made ¢ mark
for himself among the modein poets of Amdhua Pradesh.  He isa
well-known literary figure; he is modern, with 1oots in classical
tradition. He is a student of Sanshrit literatme., e iy lamiliag
with English poetry and has enjoyed the frosh moupingg brecre of
the garden of Urdu poetry.  Needless ta say he «drew  iosparation
from the classicat Telugn pocts.  With this bachground sl with
his great admiration [for the mentest of the thidu poets, he has
translated into Teluge verses over 400 Conplets off Mivzn Ghiclib's
poetry. [ hud oceasion Lo listen to some of his recitations ot
these poems and T wasg groatly impressed by the manner in which
he brought out the nuances and the elepunce of the Llda poctiy
into idiomatic Telagu, They read very™ well indeed in “lclugu
verse amd I am sure the Telugu public would feel thankful to
Dasarathi for his transiation,

Omir Khayam has been translated hy many modoein  poeis
of Telugyu literature like tate Shr Duvvira Bami Reddi and
Prof. Rayaprolu Subba Rao and this i the st nitemapt Tar  any
transiation of Ghalib into Telugn, By the bme the doaairy wele-
brates Cihalib’'s death contenary in 1966, I am sure “Veluge pubhbe
#lso will be FRumilinr with Ghalib’s pootiy by such irdansittions
which will be available 1o the Teluon Jovers of pottry, Shne
Dasarnthi is eminently suited (o undertuke a diflicult tnk like this
and he has done it with commoendable originality, L wil e a
weleame uddition to the modern tramsbdions and | am haopetul
it wiil stimulate greater jaterest by Urdu pantry.
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